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In 2017, ‘fake news’ 
became Collins Dictionary’s 
word of the year
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Brief History of misinformation in science

In the 19th century, the flat Earth theory was widely believed despite scientific 

evidence to the contrary. 

In recent history, the anti-vaccine movement has gained traction despite 

overwhelming evidence supporting vaccine safety.

With the advent of the internet and social media, misinformation can spread faster 

and farther than ever before. For example, during the COVID-19 pandemic, false 

claims about cures and treatments spread rapidly online.
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• Misinformation is false or 

misleading information shared 

without harmful intent.

• Disinformation is deliberately false 

information spread to deceive 

people. 
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COVID-19 and disinformation
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Social media and misinformation
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A ‘Good influence’ or 
a ‘Good influencer’

• Belle Gibson wellness influencer claiming 

she had cured her terminal brain cancer 

through healthy eating.

• Successful mobile app and cookbook 

called "The Whole Pantry," which was 

featured on Apple's App Store and even 

pre-loaded on the Apple Watch.

• Fraud: It was later revealed she never 

had cancer and also lied about 

thousands worth of charitable donations.
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Disinformation through popular podcasts

- cancer can be treated by following a keto 
diet, rather than proven treatments

- anti-vaccine conspiracies, stating that Covid 
was an engineered weapon

- Poly-cystic ovarian syndrome, autism and 
other disorders can be "reversed" with diet

-Evidence-based medication is "toxic" for 
patients, downplaying the success of proven 
treatments
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Source: Ipsos Global Trustworthiness Index 2024
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Research study design & interpretation

Our Research – Kerry Health And Nutrition Institute

Weakest Strongest

Mechanistic studies / 

Proof of principle

Observational studies /

Correlation

Intervention studies /

Cause & effect

https://khni.kerry.com/research/our-research/
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Andrew Wakefield – struck off 
medical register in 2010 after 
fraudulent claims regarding MMR 
vaccine and links to autism
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The importance of reading beyond the media headline
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➢No placebo used

➢High drop-out rate

➢Self-assessment 

➢Conducted in an alternative 

medicine hospital in Thailand

The importance of reading beyond the media headline
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The importance of reading beyond the media headline
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Healthy eating pyramid
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Impact of misinformation 
on Science and Society
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• Effective communication strategies for scientists. 
Using plain language, engaging with the media, 
and being transparent about uncertainties can 
help to build trust.

• Importance of transparency and openness in 
science. Open access to research data and peer 
review processes can help counteract 
misinformation

Scientists have a duty to communicate their 
findings clearly and accurately to the public.
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1,100 scientists University Partnerships

Articles, Webinars, Events



khni.kerry.com

Learn more:

CONNECTING 
THROUGH 
MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER

>150,000 
subscribers

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY 
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